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The past two decades have been a time of enomrmous changein our econony. Innovdionin
science, technology and the globd marketplace have increased consumer choices and
possibilities, the overall wealth of our county hasrisen to historic levels, and many have
bendited greatly fromrising incomes, stock market, and home values. Yet theeisalso a
widespread sense of unease at the state of the American Dream: anagging sense tha
ordinary workers are working harder to keep up with ther bills, tha health care cogs are
eating deeper into pay checks, that families are going desper in debt, that people@jobsand
incomes are not as secure as they used to be, and tha our children will need to learn much
more, work much harder, and perhagpseven beludkier in order to enjoy a more affluent
lifestyle than thar parents. Consde thefollowing statistics:

¥ Household income volatilityN theyearly amounttha a houshold@ inflation-
adjuged income variesN has more than doubkd since the early 1970s

¥ Thenumbe of peoplelivingin poverty in America has increased over thelast four
years, from31.6 millionand 11.3 percentin 2000to 37 millionand 127 pecentin
2004.

¥ Nationwide athough49% of preschool children with family incomes above
$75000attend preschool, jus 25% of children with family incomes bd ow $30000
attend.

¥ In2001E02,an average of 13 millionfamilies spent 10 percent of family income on
direct out-of-podket health care expenses.

Thevast mgjority of Americansstill bdievesin the American Dream, and feelsa
responsbility to make tha dream areality for thenselves and therr families. At thesame
time, mogs Americansdo notthink tha public policies, political leaders, or our govenment
in genega has kept pace with these changes to protect and degpen the dream of inareasing
prosperity and expanding oppatunity for al. According to recent surveys, only 34%think
the county is generally n therighttrack.OAnd our Congress has an approva rating of a
mere 27%--thelowest it@ been since 1994.Nor are people more confident in busness, the
media, or other inditutionsto reflect ther values and work for thar interests.



It isin this context tha the Since Sliced Bread competition was launched by the SEIU last fall. The
explicit god of Since Sliced Bread was to solicit ideas from ordina’y Americanstha would
improvethelives of working people and strengthen our econorry. Wha emerged from this contest
was anaiond braingorm of ideas in every conasivable category of pulic policyN from alternaive
energy, hedthcare, immigration reform, and internationd tradeto persond debt, jobsand the
environment. The outpouring of ideas notonly shatters the myth that Americansdon®care about
policy, butalso shows tha average Americansare thinking broadly and creatively abouttheissues
tha have adaly impact onther lives.

SEIU recently asked Hope Street Group, a nonpartisan, non-profit organization of young
busness professionds dedicated to promoting an Opportunity Econony- policies tha
expand econorric oppotunity in a high growth econony - to review theideas coming out
of Since Sliced Bread with an eye to revealing thecommon themes and concernstha
Americansshae. You can learn more aboutHopeStreet Groupand how Since Sliced
Bread solutionsreflect the prindples of creating an oppotunity econory at HopeStreet
Group®website (www.hopestreetgrouporg). We foundmany innovaive and generous
ideas on the Since Sliced Bread webste tha promote economic oppotunity. We also
foundtha Americansshare remarkably similar concernsand values.

Transcending the Red State/Blue State Divide:
A New Role for Government in Achieving the American Dream

Gsince Sliced BreadOshould dispd any doubs that Americans share conaerns aboutthe most
pressing issues facing them in today® econony. The more than 22,000ideas came from every
congressiond district in the nationN averitable map tha policymakers should read to get a sense of
wha@ on the mind of ordinary Americanstoday.

Theconcernsraised on the Since Sliced Bread webste went beyondthered state/blue state
binary tha many would have usbdieve determines the day-to-day lives of ordinary
Americans Thousndsof people from South Dakotato New Y ork, Arkansas to California,
wrote in with trepidaiionsand hopes tha transcend this imaginary divide By andlarge,
Americansare conaerned with creating jobs fixing health care and education, finding
alternaive ways to become energy efficient, building homeownership, relieving persond
debt and increasing assets, and securing retirement no matter where they live or who they
votefor.

Andyet, thesurprising finding was in the number of Since Sliced Bread idess tha reflected
both a skeptical attitudetowardsthe government@ ability to solve America@ problems,
while at the same time proposng theexpanson or creation of new govenment programs to
resolve these same issues. This appaent contradiction is undestandable. Some of theideas
proposd tha govenment take a direct hand in solving the problems identified, such as
massive public works projects to boog employment. But far more of theideas looked to
govenment to provide incentives for busnesses, to invest in people® skills, and to provide
access to markets and oppotunities. Thevast majority of proposls showed Americans
reaching for solutionsthat will empower and engageindividuds, families, communities and



busgnesses suppoted by a govenment tha is more innovdive, produdive, and respongve to
the aspirationsof ordinary people.

Since Sliced Bread@ top prize winna's of fer excellent examples of proposils tha retool
govanment@rolein thelives of ordinary citizens Peter Skidmore won the contest@ top
prize with hisideato create locally-owned sugainable resource indugries throughfunds
geneated by taxes on pollution, development andfossil fuds. By placing fundsgenerated
by taxation directly into the handsof entrepreneurs, Peter envisionsarole for goveanment
tha smultaneoudy suppots new avenues of job growth and alternaive energy technologies.

Contest runne-up Filippo Menczer’s proposl to tie the minimum wageto the Cod of
Living Index abolishes the govenment@role atogether in setting the minimum wage.
Letting cog of living determinethe minimum wage eliminates the need for the bitter
political batle tha drainsthetime our lawmakers could be spending on othe issues.

Leslie Hester, the second contest runnea-up, revampsthe critical role government playsin
funding public education. She proposes to equitably fundall public schools through
redirecting local propety taxesinto a genead state fund. Combined with her ideas to
control tuition at pubiic universities and increase teacher salaries, Ledie upgrades the
important role government can play in improving the chance for every American to have
access to affordable, qudity education.

A similar revisioning of govenment@ role in thelives of citizenscan be seen in other
topics addressed by contest participants.

¥ Roundl findist Susan Almeida proposes to support job and busness creation by
creating an agency tha would allow small and medium-sized busnessesto get
capital fromloca fundes(idea# 18218§.

¥ Martin Johnson, who was around?2 findist, proposes establishing universal
access to health care by creating digital recordsto reduce pgperwork and start a
gradud single-payer hedlth care system for adults unde 35 (idea# 412).

¥ John F. of Floridasuggests creating more public health clinics staffed by recent
medical school graduaes who would work there in exchangefor loan forgiveness
(idea#9945)

¥ Susan C. inFlorida@ideaN to create individud pre-tax educationd accounts for people to
tap into in order to learn new skills and training throughoutther lives--tackles the need for
workersto learn new skillsin our rapidly evolvingeconony (idea# 16062.

What is remarkable aboutthese ideas is their shared conviction that government should be
acatalyst for--rather than the sole proprietor ofN programs and initiatives tha expand
econonic self-sufficiency and growth.



Common Concerns, Shared Dreams:
A Sampling of Themes Emerging from Since Sliced Bread

Since Sliced Bread provided a powerful interactive platform for Americansto debate and discuss
wha matters mog in ther lives. Undeapinning thethousandsof ideas submitted to thecontest liesa
deep, shared desire to achieve the American DreamN goodpaying jobs access to hedlth care,
education, homeownership, retirement, and a better life for our children and grandchildren. And
althoughthere was lively debate aboutthe best ways to implement theideas, from topic to topic,
thearticulation of wha needsfixing was remarkably similar.

Creating more and better jobs: Anonymous in Maryland writes, OToday, small busness
istheenginethat drives the American econory, creates majority of new jobs and
innovaiong)(idea# 18067) A big part of the American dream is starting abusness, and
many in the contest see new busness creation as away to hdp replenish jobslog to
outsourcing. But contest participants realize tha small busness owners need aboog to
hdp ge them off theground and so ideas abounde abouthow to suppot new busnesses
and encouragejob creation.

Fixing Health care: On thetopic of healthcare, Kathern B. from Tennesee writes, My
issue and problem is healthcare in Americatoday. Whether it bein theworkplace or
private sector, it affects every person, busness, owne and employee. Millionsare without
this necessity. Americawe can do better! O(idea #23106) With therising cods of hedlth
care straining the average American@® podketbook, thousindsof Since Sliced Bread
participants wrote in with thar idess to cut the cogs ofN and increase access toN heslth
care.

Improving Education: Diane F. in Michigan writes, GEach generation should have a
better qudity of life than theonebefore it. Every American should have equd access to
highe education. The cod of a collegeeducation has skyrocketed to the point whereit is
amog out of reach for themiddle and lower classesO(idea# 22010Q. Thisis a sentiment
shared by many participants. Americansare clearly concerned with the cost, accessibility
and qudity of education. The sense that our childrenN and adultsN musgt be better prepared
to compee in theglobd econony was also a recurring theme throughoutthe contest.

Increasing Sources of Alternative Energy: The concern aboutAmerica® dependence on
foreign oil andtherising cog of energy was raised by thousandsof contestants. AsBrad R.
in Floridawrites, n my opinion Energy isfirst and foremos themost important issuefacing
our County today... Our County use millionsof barrels of oil everyday and we depend on
other countiesto supply it to us We have the knowledgeand meansto develop aternaive
types of fud tha could power anything from automobile engines to power plantsO(idea #
23044) Many people like Brad were optimistic tha despite our energy troubles, America has
theknow-how and the resources to generate alternative sources of energy.

Increasing Homeownership: Orhe American dream is for everyoneto have an equd
oppotunity to live in peace and get ahome for thar families,Owrites David G. of Virginia
(idea#22479) Many Since Sliced Bread participants see owning homes as an important | eg-



up to themiddle class, butworry that tha dream isincreasingly out of reach duetorising
housng cods and thelack of assets. Creative solutionsto hdping more Americansbecome
homeowners featured prominently in the contest ideas.

Ensuring Retirement for Everybody: Anonymous in Californiahad this to say aboutthe
current state of retirement benefits in America: Qetirement benefits for most working
Americansare anything but secure. Additiondly, asubgantial portion of the workforce,
especially theyounge generations expect and prefer to jump fromjob to job as ther skill
base increases; this trend will undoubedly further stress pendon fundsat major
corporationg(idea# 8707) With anxiety running high aboutthefuture of retirement
bendits, many people offered up creative solutionson howto prepare for retirement.

Relieving personal debt and increasing assets: QVhat is the American Dream?Oasks
Anita C. of Florida Qsit to live agoodlife and be happy. To get married and raise a
family, to be ableto live alife withoutan everyday struggle, or jus to oneday own a
homre. | bdieve it@ al theabove In orde to save the US econony, we mus first hdp and
teach the people of the econony howto saveO(idea# 23049. Spiraling pesond debt, a
lack of undestanding of finanda management, and an inability to save for thefuture were
all onthemindsof people who wrote into Since Sliced Bread. Withoutsavings the
American Dream will remain out of reach for millions

Public Policy by the People, for the People:
The Since Sliced Bread Folksonomy

Thethousndsof submissionsto Since Sliced Bread are nothing less than astonishing,
upending the common wisdomtha says ordinay Americansare apahetic when it comes
to policy debate. On thecontrary, these ideas are as much a gaugeof wha conaerns
ordinay Americansas they are a powerful illugration of the untapped potential for policy
paticipaion and debae that exists at the grassroots. Y ou can visit HopeStreet Group®
websgte (www.hopestreetgroup org/sinceslicedbread.pdf) for adiscussion of howidess like
those on Since Sliced Bread can expand economic oppotunity and growth.

Today, the SEIU unvdls another ambitiousphese of Since Sliced Bread, askingthe
American public to sort and rank thethousndsof ideas submitted to the contest. We hope
youwill join Since Sliced Bread in its second phase as a Golksonony.OAs the public
looksat this dizzying rangeof ideas across many different topics, we should keep in mind
tha we now have a uniqueoppotunity to paticipae in building a grassroots policy
movement. Which ideas will have thegreatest postive impact onworking families?
Which ideas will hdp usgrow a strongeconorry for our children@ future? Public policy
by the people, for the peopleis atall order, but Americansare clearly ready to take center
stagein theroles tha will deermine our future.

1t& now upto al of usto keep these ideasN and the American DreamN alive.



